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Octoter 19, 1344 .

NMon, James V, Torrestal
Joerstary of ths MNavy
tievy Lepartzead

" Yashington, D, C.

Dear-¥r, Forvestal:

T have just returned from San Franoisco
whare ror the past twelve days I’ havo teen inves-
ti;ating tho cirounstances leading to the court
martial of the rifsy Negro seamea charged with
nutiny, whioh 1@ now baing conduoted on Yorra
Fuona Ialande

A3 to the trial itself, L am conviaced thas.,
the accuscd wore advised of thoir risghts to civi-
1ian counael prior to the trial and that they had
cignified their willingness to accept naval ooun-
sel. . Whileo attending the trial for several daya,
1 wvas convinced thnt defense ccunsel, headed bty
Lisutongnt Corald I, Valtmann, is Joing a splon-

" did job in dnfnnding thesa :en and.within the

14imitadions of !lavy rules, is deing ovaryt\i1g
posaidlo toward protecting t!olr righis at b
trial as woll as the dmlogmont ot zho«oau
1t”1fo

-n~additian to atto1d113 t o trial, I nade
an investipation as far as ponsidls into the
inecidants loadi~g‘uv to the Port Chicage oxolo-

sion snd conditiona immediately prior to the al-

’



———— - ———

Tlone,Jemes V, Forrestal -2~ . OQOoctotor 19, 1944

logsd refusal to ctey ordors, rasulting in the present trial.

X, of courss, raalizec it would te impoasidle to make a thorougzh
tavestigatica siace I ax a civillan, There aro many Tactora ia- |
volved in the working conditions in the Twelfth Naval vistrlict
wiloh could not te bhrought out in tho ocourt martial. I am don=-
vinged thads thera ars sufficiont facta iavolved to warront a
tuorougs sad ccmplate investization by your offlice as to the - -
Tollowing coadlitlons, which oxisted in the Twelfth Nawal District:

1. “hy 13 1t that She only nawal perscansl loading ammuaiticn
vezularly wars legroos with tha exceptlon of tholr officers aad
pobby officers? ) - indle a8

. 2. why is it that Nozro seamen, many of whom have had-speclal
trainias in cuch schools as gunnery schools, were-novertheless.
rolegated to the duty of loading ammunition? - ’ ]

3. «hy i3 it that theoce men wore not glvea any traiaing whate
soaver in the danzers to be found in leading ammunition or the
rroper methodad. to o used in lcading ammunitlon? 3

4. hy is it that men with no prior expsriance vhatgoaver
wore given the duty of handling winches in tha loading of gmounie
tion when olvilian longsboremen waere not permitted to handlo
winchos on amaunition unless they had hed several yeara' experience
in winch handling?

5. 'My i3 it that Jesro seamen with no prior experience in
armuaition were given the Job of hatoh tender ia the loading of
amsunlition?

6. uhy 13 it that officers "raced" thelr gangs in contasta
in the loading of ammunidion? ' , \

7. uhy i3 15 that one of the accused, “eanan Groen, while
surforing with a broksa wrist, despite the fact that the lawvy
doctors orderad him on the sick list, was not placed on the siok
1135, tut was ordersd to load ammunitlon?

B#. ihy 15 it that the llegro seamen who had teen lcading on-
mundtion and who were at Port Chicago at the time of tho oxplosion
wore not civen any leawe whatnoever as z result of thls oxplosioan,
tut were forsed to return to the duiy of lcading ammunition? A
Tayohiatriast from ths United States llavy tostiried at the courds
martiel proceedings that such an oxplosion as ccourresd ot Tordt
Chicago would hava a lasting effaet upon the miads of the men who
woro near the explosione
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irastically all of tho Nogroes at Port Chicagzo wore trained
ab groat length and were led to tolioves thet they were dain
iralnad €0 sarve as rezular scamen, This thev ers aaxiocus to do.
whon Sthose nen wers assigied to Yort Chisazo lastead of talng
cAvon an opportunity to serve in whatever branoh of the sorvice
thoy mizht find themsalves ritted, they wers, solely because of
tholr race or color, rostrioteod to the task of loadiag armunision
a2d other moanial tasks,

53 a result eof the aotion of the Twolfth lawval District in
roleasing some of the men who sllegedly refused to ohey orders,
shlpping 100 of the men to the Pacifio around the middle of
JMimuat, the giving of summary courts Lo some of the men and the
olagliag cut of an aven 50 to te ckarzed with mutiny, Negro men-
tors of the armed forces, as well aa MNegro and white civilians,
toliove that a thorough, complets and impartial investization o 4
your orfice ia essential a2t this time.

+3 have teoa recsiving -roports in this office for sswveral
nonths 224 ny investigatioa in the Tay Area seens to Justifty all
of thc complalata we havd roceived coneerning the digsoriminatory
»olicies Yeing practiced bty the Twolfth Yawval District,

In this roguest Tor an lupartial investization wo d7 no means
wioh to refleot at all upon tho manner in which tha actual eonrs
wartlal prosoedlings are heling conducted. It 13 for that reason
w3 telleve the lavesti:ation 1s nocessary.

’ 3 . Sincerely yohro,

'Thnrgpod Yarakall’
Cracial Counssl "

TUAG

uopwa=lo ’ | ’ e




