TP“ FACTE
Thn largaat nmasgs cours nartial in the United
pLaves wartime Naval hlatery iavolving fifty
Hegre Ananen charceq with mucihy closed October
24, 1844 ot Yerba Buend Ipland, California.

The accu8¢a are charged with refusal to load
ammurition on a tranopart on August 9th and
11tk at Mare Island Navad Ammunltion Dcpote

l. EDvonts leading up to the alleged mutiny
dotie Lo the trur‘c exploglion at Port .
Chizn=o; on July 17th in which 322 men were

¢21ied, the majority of whom were Negrocs.
Tae firty scamen on trial werc survivors of
thls eyoloaior., Twelve of them had beon.
‘heapitallcd @8 a rosult of tho explosion
ana suvoral others glven first ald treoat-
ment fer sho"k, bruiscs and burns.

2. Doc*ors tosttficd at the trlal these men
should have had months of rest or certainly
a change of.location or scenory, the usual -
Navy policy. Nonc of the fifty scamen on
trial werc glven survivors furlough or any
kind of furlough after’ the Port Chicago
tr.‘.\f’edy. :

3. About half of thcm were asslgned to detalls
after the Port Chlcago exploslon,for clean up
the debris. They had to plck uf what“was loft
of .thelr comrades in baskets = an-arm, a leg,
a hcad) %PSOQ
4., Doesopite their olassificntionn for other
kinds of skllls thesc men had becn placed.

-on thla monctonous assignment from 3 to 23
monili. Untll thic time of thelr allcged

"muciny? thelr conduct records had been
pci‘- cets

REPRODUCED FROM THE CGCOLTECTTONS OF TiE

ayots

5. Some 1200 to 1500 Ncg“n sallors werc uscd at
the Port Ch*cngo Avnualblon Depot buforc the
explosion. No wuilte divisions were usad, Vhen

~the explisidn occurrcd they brcugut in ncw crawvs

of 1nuxuuriouccu nen to load Llud Yo e wiw
had worked theve for gsome time and were mor2
exporionccd. The mon werz2 rushed ia thoir work

. by thelr suporlor officorcs.
. 6.. About 2€8 out of 328 non origlnally refusecd

to loaa ammunitlen on Avmet tth. The Negro
seamen want to lknow why £0 ner werc pickod for
court marsial. Thero were otner rica who said,
"no", but were never couri-nartialed.

7. The pen wore sentonced to 8 to 15 yoars

* * Amprisonment.
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Tho following excorpt is fron the s.F. REPORTER

.written by Zola Bryant

"yaterfront unions had officially warned bcth
the Navy and the Arny p"ior to thce Port Chicago

_disastor that if thoy -continucd t¢ usc 1TC\pOP~
.denced wurkers in the loading of munitiouss an

explocion was inevitable. This warning wnn
disrcgardod.”

. "For ronths prior to the Port Chicago incldent

1t was the comnon knowledge of cxpericnced long-
shorcmen and laborleaders that -such a disaster
was inninente" .
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Askxe Thurgood Marashali. iegal counscl NAACP.

Whre ot the tine of the cvploaeions at Port
Chizags, overy man loadlng amawunition thore was
o Neweo?

"Why diad thc Navy disregoard official warn-
ings by the San Franeleco waterfront uniong—-
before the Pert Chicazy disaster--thot an ex-
plosion was inevitavic if They peorsisted in
using untraincd secarien in the loading of.

" annunitlon?

"Why did the Navy disrcgard 'an offer by these
saric unions to scnd expciricaced nen to train
Navy personnel in the safe handling of ox-
plosives?

"Why were men with as 1ittle as two months®
expericence; allowed to work as winch-drivers at
Port Chicago when the Longshorencn’s Union will
not allow a winch-driver to work on ammunition
unlcss he has had soveral ycars?® oxpericnce on
a winch? .

"Yhy were the comnissilonced officers at Port
Chicago allowed to racc their men? I want to
know vhy bets ranging from five dollars up’ were
nade betwoen division officers as to whoec crew
could load more anmnunition? i 41

ACT NOW 8!

Writo your'rcproscntativon acking Juastlco
for these ncn.

Write Seccretary of War Forrcstal protost~
ing these discrininatory nass trials.
Clrculatcd by St. Paul Branch NAACP,

631 st. Anthony, St. Paul, Minncsota
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